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“We have no sea but it doesn’t matter!”
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• Presentation of the Luxembourg Maritime Sector

• Presentation of the Cluster and the way it works

• Exploring synergies
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Presentation of the 
Luxembourg maritime 
sector
How a landlocked country is becoming an 
established shipping location
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Luxembourg maritime sector:
A 45 years old history

1970
First P&Is

1990

Maritime 
Act

2004

Policy 
change

2014

To be
continued
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Geography may be 
stigmatizing but:

• We won the battle of image

• We improved the connections with the 
ports through efficient infrastructures

• Regional cooperations: Benelux, Great 
Region and European Union

• Unlock the potential!
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Facts and figures as of 
2012 (1/2)

260 Luxembourg flagged ships

275 people working onshore

3100 seafarers

Around 10 shipowners established
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Facts and figures as of 
2012 (2/2)

4 MT gross tonnage

9 years average age of registred ships

2.87 billions of EUR net turnover

4.7 millions of EUR direct 
contribution to the state budget

74 millions of EUR contribution to 
Luxembourg economy (at least)
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The five pillars of the 
Luxembourg maritime sector

Merchant 
Marine and 

Ship Register

Maritime 
Logistics

Insurance
and 

Reinsurance

Telecom. and 
Maritime 

Surveillance

Service 
providers

Cross-sector approach
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Lux. Government 
Maritime Strategy

• QUALITY oriented!

• Attract new businesses and investors

• Create growth and boosting jobs

• Maintain a favorable business climate

• Make maritime transport more 
environment-friendly

Luxembourg is committed to develop 
the Blue Economy and Logistics!
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Flagship companies having 
established in Luxembourg

CLdN active in Ro-Ro, Bulk, 
Port terminals…
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Flagship companies having 
established in Luxembourg

active in dredging, land 
reclamation…
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Flagship companies having 
established in Luxembourg

Active in dredging, land 
reclamation, offshore…
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Flagship companies having 
established in Luxembourg

Active in 
transportation of 
liquid bulk.
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Flagship companies having 
established in Luxembourg

Active in offshore 
oil and gas marine 
services.
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Piracy response made in 
Luxembourg

• Maritime surveillance in the Indian Ocean by two 
Luxembourg planes based in the Seychelles

• Private armed guards onboard Luxembourg ships
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Luxembourg’s Quality 
Approach(1/2)

• A dedicated administration with 12 FTE

• Single window for maritime affairs

• Easy access to decision makers

• Technical expertise at its best
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Luxembourg’s Quality 
Approach(2/2)

• The Maritime Authority is ISO 9001 certified

• Paris MoU : white list

• Only serious ship owners with a track 
record

• Up-to-date with regards to ratifications
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Luxembourg Flag State 
Performance

Source: Flag State Performance Index
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Other Luxembourg assets 
at a glance

• State-of-the-art infrastructure at the heart 
of Europe

• Highly skilled and multilingual service 
providers

• Business-friendly legal and regulatory 
framework

• Strong financial sector

• Rewarding tax environment

• Political stability, low public debt

• Wide network of tax treaties
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Luxembourg is a major 
inland container hub

The longest rail motorway in Europe 
from Bettembourg (Luxembourg) to 
Le Boulou (South of France).
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Luxembourg is a major 
inland container hub

• Weekly shuttle from 
Bettembourg to the major 
sea ports (Rotterdam, 
Antwerp, Trieste, Lübeck…)

• 121k container handling in 
2013
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Presentation of the 
Luxembourg Maritime 
Cluster
A strong and well-structured shipping community
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A private-controlled trade 
association

• Non-profit organization of 42 member 
companies / ca. 100 persons involved

• One FTE dedicated to its management

• Nearly all subsectors represented

• Well-connected in Europe through ENMC 
membership

• Activities: lobbying, PR, sharing of 
knowledge, networking, business 
development
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Our best practices

• Strong governance

• Independency

• Raising membership fees = involvement

• Permanent management assured

• Information sharing and networking 
offered and fostered

• Sponsoring willingness is a performance 
indicator
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Governance structure
Executive 

Committee
(Chairman, Treasurer and co-

option)

Board of Directors

17 members incl

Chairman

Vice-presidents

Treasurer

Secretary

General Assembly

All companies are 

represented

Cluster manager

Supervises
Exchanges

Elects

Honorary 

Chairman

Report to
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Our European 
commitment: ENMC

• Promote European Blue 
Economy

• French-Luxembourg Presidium

• 17 member countries and the 
European Commission

• First participation of the Cabo 
Verdean Maritime Cluster in 
2013 (observer)

• Euromaritime, the maritime 
trade fair in Paris (Feb 2015)
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Final remarks
Conclusions and exploring synergies
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“For every €1 million the 
European shipping industry 
contributes to GDP itself, it 
creates another €1.6 
million elsewhere in the 
European economy”. 
In: The economic value of the EU 
shipping industry, Oxford Economics, 
April 2014
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UK shipping gives London 
overwhelming vote of confidence
Lloyd’s List, Monday 09 September 2013

• “Lobby group Maritime UK questioned 175 senior 
figures of organisations that have maritime operations 
based in the UK.”

• “Those questioned were also asked to elaborate on why 
the UK has remained one of the world’s premier 
maritime hubs.”

• “Maritime UK said one key reason given was the 
breadth of established and reputable maritime 
services available in London and that many saw the 
UK as a one-stop shop for shipping.”

• “London’s experience in legal insurance and financial 
services for the maritime industry was also cited as a 
key asset.”
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Luxembourg and Cabo 
Verde: complementarities

Subsectors Cabo Verde Luxembourg

Ship register YES YES

Fisheries YES NO

Shipyards YES NO

Ports and bunkering YES NO

Oceanographic research YES NO

Seafarer YES 3 or 4 Nationals

Specialized services 
providers

Which one? YES, definitely!

By the way, Luxembourg is seeking for a STWC mutual agreement 
with Cabo Verde – Luxembourg to recruit more Cap Verdean 
seafarers?
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Our most famous 
seafarers

Dating back to 
1987, though
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Thank you for your 
attention!

Please visit:

http://www.cluster-maritime.lu

Drop me a line:

Paul Marceul

contact@cluster-maritime.lu

http://www.cluster-maritime.lu/
mailto:contact@cluster-maritime.lu

